Malignant histiocytosis. A report of three cases.
Three cases of malignant histiocytosis were immunohistochemically studied. The cases included the following three patients: a 38-year-old man, a 44-year-old man, and a girl aged 5 years 9 months. All three patients died within 3 months of hospitalization. They had a high fever (temperature over 38.5 degrees C), lymph node swelling, hepatosplenomegaly, and pancytopenia. Blastoid and hemophagocytic cells proliferated in the bone marrow and lymph nodes, especially in the sinuses of the latter. We diagnosed malignant histiocytosis in the three cases based on clinical features, extremely poor prognoses, and the morphologic features and growth pattern of blastoid and hemophagocytic cells. Blastoid and hemophagocytic cells expressed phenotype Mac-387+/KP1+/lysozyme+/polyclonal CD3+. The Mac-387 and KP1 antigens and lysozyme are markers for monocytes/macrophages, and polyclonal CD3 is a marker for T lymphocytes. Therefore, we suggest that a certain number of cases of malignant histiocytosis have a biphenotypic nature, namely, the T cell and macrophage, although many cases of malignant histiocytosis have been reported as expressing only T-lymphocyte antigens.